
Melbourne	
  Weekly	
  Times,	
  Wednesday	
  25th	
  May	
  2011	
  

	
  
What	
  is	
  wrong	
  with	
  the	
  Youth	
  of	
  Today?	
  
	
  
Sadly,	
  the	
  news	
  today	
  was	
  not	
  good.	
  Another	
  
brave,	
  loyal	
  and	
  heroic	
  young	
  Australian	
  
soldier	
  has	
  paid	
  the	
  ultimate	
  sacrifice,	
  their	
  
life	
  for	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  things	
  we	
  hold	
  so	
  dearly	
  in	
  
our	
  country.	
  Of	
  course	
  this	
  will	
  start	
  the	
  usual	
  
chorus	
  of	
  bleeding	
  hearts	
  demanding	
  we	
  
return	
  our	
  troops	
  from	
  their	
  dangerous,	
  yet	
  
important,	
  work	
  in	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  that	
  
don’t	
  have	
  the	
  luxuries	
  of	
  democracy,	
  freedom	
  
and	
  a	
  way	
  of	
  life	
  envied	
  around	
  the	
  world.	
  
	
  
Yet,	
  where	
  were	
  these	
  same	
  voices	
  last	
  week	
  
when	
  two	
  young	
  Australians	
  lost	
  their	
  lives	
  on	
  
our	
  shores.	
  Where	
  were	
  these	
  voices	
  in	
  trying	
  
to	
  protect	
  the	
  sanctity	
  of	
  young	
  strong	
  and	
  
vibrant	
  Australian	
  men?	
  Where	
  were	
  these	
  
voices	
  to	
  stop	
  a	
  pointless	
  waste	
  of	
  life	
  in	
  the	
  
pursuit	
  of	
  fame	
  through	
  social	
  media	
  in	
  the	
  
aim	
  to	
  have	
  the	
  best	
  ‘planking’	
  photo?	
  No,	
  it	
  is	
  
easy	
  to	
  attack	
  something	
  like	
  our	
  obligation	
  to	
  
protect	
  the	
  world,	
  but	
  too	
  hard	
  to	
  speak	
  out	
  
about	
  protecting	
  our	
  youth	
  from	
  their	
  own	
  
stupidity.	
  Instead	
  of	
  these	
  voices	
  attacking	
  the	
  
stupidity	
  of	
  some	
  of	
  our	
  youth,	
  instead	
  we	
  
heard	
  that	
  ‘planking’	
  was	
  a	
  good	
  means	
  of	
  
personal	
  expression,	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  it	
  was	
  done	
  
safely.	
  	
  
	
  
Eerily,	
  the	
  images	
  of	
  those	
  lost	
  were	
  equally	
  
haunting.	
  A	
  strong	
  proud	
  young	
  man,	
  father	
  to	
  
young	
  children,	
  husband	
  to	
  his	
  best	
  friend,	
  
uniformed	
  and	
  honored	
  to	
  be	
  serving	
  his	
  
country.	
  	
  His	
  eyes	
  spoke	
  of	
  a	
  life	
  lived,	
  and	
  a	
  
life	
  to	
  look	
  forward	
  to.	
  Those	
  same	
  eyes	
  were	
  
witnessed	
  in	
  Acton	
  Beale,	
  a	
  young	
  man	
  with	
  
much	
  life	
  to	
  live.	
  The	
  loss	
  of	
  people	
  at	
  such	
  a	
  
young	
  age	
  is	
  never	
  easy,	
  but	
  when	
  that	
  loss	
  is	
  
as	
  a	
  result	
  of	
  something	
  as	
  stupid	
  as	
  planking,	
  
you	
  have	
  to	
  ask	
  where	
  society	
  is	
  headed.	
  
	
  
For	
  those	
  of	
  you	
  that	
  don’t	
  know,	
  ‘planking’	
  
involves	
  lying	
  face	
  down	
  in	
  a	
  rigid	
  position	
  on	
  
various	
  objects	
  and	
  having	
  your	
  photo	
  taken.	
  
Now	
  if	
  that	
  has	
  gotten	
  you	
  excited,	
  the	
  next	
  
step	
  is	
  to	
  post	
  those	
  photos	
  on	
  your	
  Facebook	
  
page	
  or	
  ‘tweet’	
  them	
  on	
  your	
  Twitter.	
  When	
  

this	
  was	
  explained	
  to	
  me,	
  that	
  is	
  exactly	
  what	
  I	
  
thought-­‐	
  you	
  twits….	
  
	
  
Now	
  much	
  to	
  my	
  chagrin,	
  social	
  media	
  is	
  now	
  
the	
  most	
  powerful	
  form	
  of	
  media	
  in	
  our	
  
modern	
  times.	
  Don’t	
  get	
  me	
  wrong,	
  I	
  love	
  
social	
  media,	
  I	
  use	
  Facebook,	
  love	
  it,	
  I	
  tweet,	
  
love	
  it,	
  I	
  blog-­‐	
  can’t	
  get	
  by	
  without	
  it.	
  But	
  these	
  
agents	
  of	
  social	
  media	
  have	
  a	
  different	
  hold	
  
over	
  our	
  youth.	
  Whereas	
  we	
  see	
  these	
  forms	
  
of	
  communication	
  as	
  just	
  that,	
  forms	
  of	
  
communication,	
  our	
  youth	
  see	
  them	
  as	
  a	
  
means	
  of	
  being	
  famous.	
  Facebook	
  pages	
  with	
  
constant	
  status	
  updates	
  about	
  mundane	
  
things	
  designed	
  to	
  let	
  everyone	
  know	
  what	
  
they	
  are	
  doing	
  every	
  minute	
  of	
  the	
  day,	
  tweets	
  
about	
  what	
  they	
  have	
  for	
  dinner,	
  blogs	
  about	
  
their	
  thoughts	
  on	
  the	
  latest	
  episode	
  of	
  ‘Angry	
  
boys’,	
  and	
  now	
  photos	
  of	
  lying	
  down	
  in	
  rigid	
  
positions	
  in	
  ever	
  increasingly	
  stupid	
  locations.	
  
It	
  is	
  as	
  if	
  our	
  youth	
  are	
  in	
  a	
  constant	
  race	
  to	
  
out	
  do	
  each	
  other	
  and	
  need	
  to	
  prove	
  it.	
  
	
  
This	
  is	
  not	
  the	
  fault	
  of	
  social	
  media.	
  It	
  is,	
  
instead	
  the	
  fault	
  of	
  the	
  bleeding	
  hearts	
  and	
  
civil	
  libertarians	
  in	
  our	
  society	
  who	
  constantly	
  
tell	
  our	
  youth	
  that	
  expressing	
  themselves	
  in	
  
these	
  forms	
  is	
  ‘healthy’,	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  fault	
  of	
  
parents	
  who	
  don’t	
  correct	
  their	
  kids	
  when	
  
they	
  misbehave,	
  it	
  is	
  the	
  fault	
  of	
  everyone	
  of	
  
us	
  when	
  we	
  allow	
  the	
  cult	
  of	
  celebrity	
  
worship	
  to	
  dictate	
  our	
  lives.	
  
	
  
So	
  keep	
  using	
  social	
  media,	
  but	
  for	
  what	
  it	
  is	
  
designed	
  for,	
  to	
  communicate.	
  Stop	
  telling	
  
everyone	
  what	
  you	
  had	
  for	
  breakfast;	
  stop	
  
deliberating	
  in	
  a	
  public	
  forum	
  about	
  what	
  to	
  
watch	
  on	
  telly	
  tonight	
  and	
  stop	
  trying	
  to	
  
outdo	
  each	
  other	
  in	
  meaningless	
  and	
  stupid	
  
things.	
  That	
  is	
  what	
  we	
  should	
  be	
  telling	
  the	
  
youth	
  of	
  land,	
  have	
  fun	
  live	
  your	
  life,	
  but	
  don’t	
  
keep	
  constantly	
  telling	
  us	
  about	
  it.	
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Tradegy-­	
  Queensland	
  man	
  Acton	
  Beale	
  who	
  
was	
  tragically	
  killed	
  in	
  a	
  planking	
  incident.	
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Television	
  prankster	
  Sam	
  Newman’s	
  40	
  metre	
  ‘plank’	
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